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Purpose of Bill: Requires the office of youth services to coordinate a two-year safe
places for youth pilot program to establish a network of safe places
where youth can access safety and services. Establishes the position of
safe places for youth program coordinator. Makes appropriation.
Effective July 1, 2050. (SB391 HD1)

Department's Position:

The Department of Education (Department) is in support of SB 391,SD2,HD1 as it begins the
challenging work of creating a safe haven for youth who lack a stable home environment. Such
a program will provide youth with an opportunity to thrive as individuals and achieve optimal
educational outcomes.

The Department is poised to partner with the Office of Youth Services, other agencies,
branches and organizations in this pilot effort.

The Department supports this bill as long as its implementation does not replace or adversely
impact the Department's priorities set forth in the Executive Budget for Fiscal Biennium
2013-2015 and aligns with our Strategic Plan.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in support of this measure that will provide a
safety net for our at-risk youth.
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Services (OYS) to coordinate a two-year safe places for youth pilot program, including a network

of safe places where youth can access safety and obtain advice, guidance, programs, and services.

The bill also establishes and funds a position for a youth program coordinator.

OFFICE’S POSITION: OYS supports the intent of SB 391, SD2, HD1 Relating to Youth, but

requests that any appropriation not affect the priorities in the Executive Biennium Budget.

OYS currently procures programs and services across the state to assist at-risk youth

and their families in navigating through the juvenile justice system in order to engage in

needed services through outreach and advocacy. In addition, the OYS funds 24-hour short

term residential emergency shelters for youth in crisis with walk-ins accepted and no prior

approval required. SB 391, SD2, HD1 would expand our current efforts in reaching troubled

and/or at-risk youth.

0OYS would further add that Hawaii Revised Statute §346 —17.6 includes a listing of

services related to no cost emergency shelters to which a minor may consent given several

contingencies, and if the services to be provided are deemed appropriate by the provider. We
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recommend similar language be included in this bill to both clarify and ensure that a minor can
consent to the services that would be provided under this bill.

Additionally, we would recommend that services be restricted to minors as defined in
HRS §346 — 17.6 and HRS §571 — 2 which defines terms for the Family Courts. This
recommendation addresses our concerns with the comingling of adults in need of services with
minors in need of services.

We further seek clarification regarding whether the safe places will be considered child
caring institutions and, therefore, subject to the HRS §346-17 which sets standards for child
caring and child placing institutions. Ensuring that these pilot programs will operate under
applicable and appropriate laws and rules will facilitate implementation.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.
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Good afternoon. Thank you for the opportunity to lend our thoughts to the important
issues pertaining to our youth and their needs for safety.

As our community moves forward to consider viable and comprehensive ways to help
our youth achieve adulthood with the skills, safety and resources they need we are
advocating that the discussion be broadened to include issues pertaining to dating
violence and healthy relationships. Dating abuse results in unwanted pregnancy, hi risk
for substance abuse, depression, academic failure and long-lasting emotional wounds.

The incidence of dating violence is alarming. Hawaii’s investment in outreach,
prevention (and services) has been disappointing. As new programs are shaped and
decisions about allocation of resources are debated, we implore you to lift up the
importance of support to youth to better understand healthy relationships, warning signs
for abuse and services to those already suffering the effects of dating abuse.

The Domestic Violence Action Center is home to one of the few programs dedicated to
working with teens and providing statewide outreach, prevention and services. Teen Alert
is in great demand and can bring a great deal of expertise to the discussion related to
planning, or increased support at Safe Places.

Mahalo for your willingness to consider an expanded approach to Safe Places.

Thank you..
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